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DATE MAILED: 



Non-Responsive Election (Bonafide) 



Please find below a communication from the EXAMINER in charge of this application 



The communication filed on February 13, 2003 is not fully responsive to the 
communication mailed on November 13, 2002. Applicants failed to elect [1] a plurality 
of carriers e.g., 4 um silica microsphere (please show relevant structure, "ceramic" is 
not specific enough), [2] opticalJy detectable dyes (please show relevant structure 
including all atoms, bonds and linkages to microsphere, applicant must also show 
wherein the microsphere the dyes are located using chemical structures), [3] what type 
of optical detection is used e.g., fluorescence, luminescence (see claim 18), [4] must 
specify the exact number of attributes associated with carrier i.e., 2, 3 (not "at least 2" 
or "at least 3"), [5] applicant must specify whether carrier is a colloidal particle, [6] 
applicand must specify the form (see claim 24) and diameter (see claim 28). Finally, 
applicant must indicate which claims read on the elected species (see Paper No. 9, 
paragraphs 11 and 19, 



Since the response appears to be bona fide , but through an apparent oversight 
or inadvertence failed to provide a complete response, applicant is given ONE (1) 
MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS from the mailing date of this notice, whichever is 
longer, within which to supply the omission or correction in order to avoid 
abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Examiner Jon 
D. Epperson, Ph. D., Art Unit 1639, whose telephone number is (703) 308-2423. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 5 pm. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Wang, can be reached at (703) 306-3217. 



Jon D. Epperson 
March 31. 2003 



BENNETT C"LSA 



